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Jerome    replied   ,tt    once.      lie   very  plainly intimates at   the outset   that:   he   is  by no means convinced   of   the   sincerity   of   Augustine's   explanation.    The people about  him are urging, he says that v there has been some duplicity.1    If it is true that Augustine has not written against him, * how is it  that  the  Italians have got what thou hast   not  written? or  why  dost  thou ask me to reply to what thou   now sayest   thou hast  never written ?'    *As I told   thee before,' he says again, 'cither semi  the letter to me signed with thy own hand, or cease to worry an old  man in the retirement of his cell.     But  if thou art determined to exercise  or  to   parade   thy  learning,   seek out a youthful opponent, one who is eloquent and noble.' He greatly resents Augustine's invitation to 'sing his palinodia,'    Probably errors would be found in his own writings if they were scrutinised; ' but,' he continues contemptuously, ' I do not say this because  I have already found anything to censure in thy works, for I have never looked at them,' Finally,   he   dismisses   his   * friend '   with   the salutation :    l Farewell,   dearest   friend,   my  sonretranslate  the   Old Testament from the Hebrew, and, having a rather superstitious  regard   for  the  current  Septuagintt the chief offence was the imaginary one of having publishedtakes the title of 'Prinialp crt'Irelaud,'u»,| the ..il.n • l'-i- *'.
